
 

Readers will recognise my name – co-ordinator of second-hand book 

sales.  I volunteered for this task some years ago, when life was very 

different: Covid 19 never heard of, and pandemics a distant 

memory, in the aftermath of the First World War.  An influenza 

epidemic gripped many nations and more died from this than in the 

conflict. In this country the near future is uncertain, but journalist’s reports give us hope – 

that injections will let things return to normal.  By the time you read this we may have the 

restrictions lifted as far as life in the UK goes.  The only similarity for me was that I had 

recently recovered from cancer followed by an operation for another complaint.  These 

restricted joining my regular walking group, and I decided to go to the museum, particularly 

to browse the books and magazines in Search Engine. 

Although entry was free, it didn’t take long to realise that there are two expensive things; 

the car park and food.  I decided that the Friends might be a worthwhile organisation to join 

for the discounts.  It also became clear that people were coming for many reasons. In my 10 

years or so things have changed, including the exhibits and with increasing interactive ones 

replacing the more static displays.  I suppose there are probably 3 particular interest groups 

that I am aware of.  Some enjoy the warmth and cover provided – free, especially those 

looking after children (of all ages).  There are the people for whom steam is an item of major 

nostalgia, and those like me for whom transport is a major interest, not least railways in 

general. 

All this adds up to an attractive place to visit, and the Friends offer many benefits, whatever 

your reasons for coming.  There is the quarterly read of the Review, with many pieces of 

information, although particularly about Steam power development.  “Review” is also the 

place to get to know about events of various kind especially if you can’t visit regularly.   

Mention has been made of discounts available for essentials when visiting the National 

Railway Museum.  The museum does benefit from fund raising organised by the Friends.  

We sell second-hand railway books; this conducted through “Review”, a stand in the 

Museum, and at the monthly evening meetings in the winter months – for which a charge is 

made as specialist speaker’s do cost.  And the best money raiser are artefacts which are 

donated and then auctioned.  

Yet another benefit which Review readers have enjoyed at various times are the annual trips 

to rail museums in our nearer neighbours.  A particular one for me was the visit to St 

Petersburg which, as always, began with the trip by Eurostar to Paris.  Onward we travelled 

by a train to and from Moscow, with 2 nights in a sleeper.  A trip that I would never have 

thought of myself. 

To enjoy these benefits, please (pick up a leaflet, use the form on our website page) and join 

us 

Chris Bush, Friends retired member.  
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