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New carraiges, built by Gloucester Carriage & Wagon Company in 1961 stand in Gloucester Yard awaiting export to Sierra Leone 

immediately prior to independence. They became known as the Independence Coaches. Roger Smith, Flickr. 

 
Sierra Leone celebrates the 60th anniversary of independence on 27th April this year, and there will 
no doubt be a wide range of celebrations both in Sierra Leone and amongst its world wide 
diaspora. 
 
There are still a few cases of coronavirus in Sierra Leone, with the national total now at 4,044 with 
a current daily average of four new cases nationwide over the past two weeks.  The death toll still 
stands at 79.  The majority of restrictions have now been lifted but social distancing and face 
coverings remain largely in place. The museum has remained open throughout the Covid world 
crisis, and the team have exercised considerable autonomy and initiative. 
 
The country is starting to prepare for a General Election in a year’s time,  but there is curretnly 
nothing to worry about politically.  Iron mining recommenced at the beginning of April and the 
minieral railway has now resumed. 
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The first rains have arrived, with the usual problems of flooding in overcrowded parts of 
Freeetown, and the Mayor, Yvonne Aki-Sawyer had launched a new flood alleivaition scheme in 
several areas.  Also in Freetown a police clampdown on the plying of Okadas (moded taxis) into 
the cntral business district has led to rioting over a number of days in the western part of the city. 
 
We had hoped to be able to visit before the rains, but the UK restrictions on international travel 
have prevented any planning and further delays have now been imposed by an incident in a field 
resulting in a broken ankle.  We may have the brave the rains after all! 
 
Helen Ashby  
Chair 
 
Update from the Sierra Leone National Railway Museum 
 
It’s been all go at the Museum this past few weeks! 
 
At the end of February, the Admin Manager of the Monuments & Relics Commission visited the museum 
with her team, to do an inspection and to work with them to identify what needed to be done to prepare 
the museum for a high-powered visit, as an invitation to visit had been extended to The President.  As a 
result, it was agreed to fulfil a long-standing dream of the staff, by properly concreting the compound to 
provide good quality hard standing for car parking and events and to construct an entrance lobby to the 
museum for use as a reception area and shop. 
 
These works were completed and funded by a subvention granted by the SL Government via the 
Monuments & Relics Commission.  To complement this work, the Trustees of the Friends agreed a 
donation of 3,000,000 Leones to buy paint and materials to enable the museum team to repaint the 
compound walls and the exterior of the museum building.   
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In addition to this work, the Monuments & Relics Commission team came to the museum to fit the official 
plaques to the walls, denoting the status of the museum building as a protected heritage asset. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

On 26th March the Honourable Minister of Tourism & Cultural Affairs, Dr 
Memunatu Pratt made her first visit to the museum, along with other staff 
of the Ministry, the National Tourist Board, the Monuments & Relics 
Commission, the new Permanent Secretary, members of the SLPP leadership 
(Sierra Leone People’s Party – the current governing party), a local school ad 
a delegation of the Freetown Chapter of the FoSLNRM. They were given a 
guided tour by the Education & Outreach Officer; Abdul Karim Kamara and 
the Minister made a speech from the balcony of the Queen’s Coach. 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
It was a very successful visit and has certainly placed the railway museum further up  
the agenda of the Ministry and the National Tourist Board. 
 
The culmination of all this hard work came on Thursday 22nd April – a 
fitting birthday gift for our President and founder of the museum, Steve 
Davies – with the visit of His Excellency The President of the Republic 
of Sierra Leone, Brigadier (ret’d) Dr Julius Maada Bio. His Excellency 
was accompanied by ministers from all government departments 
and an entourage of staff from State House.   
 
The children of Bishop Crowther School, next door to the museum, 
provided a guard of honour and sang as the President entered the museum. 
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A guided tour was given by the Education & Outreach Officer, 
Abdul Karim Kamara and was live streamed from the Museum by 
the Ministry of Tourism & Cultural Affairs.  I had been 
disappointed not to be able to get to Sierra Leone this year but 
being able to participate in the visit from afar was really exciting! 
 
If you would like to watch the visit for yourself, you can see the 
video on the Sierra Leone National Railway Museum Facebook 
Page.  
 
The event was also broadcast by a number of national and 
international television and radio stations and representatives of 
the press were also there, so the publicity value of the visit will be 
enormous.  We understand from the museum team that there 
were crowds of people in the streets wanted to catch a glimpse of 
The President, many of whom were previously unaware of what 
was inside the museum compound and whom came for a look 
round during the afternoon. 

 
At the end of the tour, Museum Coordinator, Abubakarr Nylander-Kargbo gave an impassioned speech 
asking for the now vacated scrapyard next door to be transferred to the museum for redevelopment as a 
railway heritage park.   
 
This is a translation of his speech from Krio: 
 
“I want to make a plea about this scrap metal yard right next door, yonder Sir.  Those Chinese there are 

hammering and the building shakes. When the school children come, we get a lot of problems. The English 

people who support us are proposing to build a railway with a train that goes right round, which will be big 

boost for tourism as people will come to see it. They wanted me to talk to you about it in the hope that you 

will transfer the land to us, so that we can build railway.  I want to thank you very much Sir, 15 years ago 

He Excellency President Tejan Kabbah came to open the railway museum but since then you are the only 

other President to come and visit, so we know that you understand the importance of culture.” 

Mr Nylander-Kargbo was also able to introduce the wife of the Paramount Chief of Bauya, which was also 

declared a protected heritage site in March 2020, who was able to offer an invitation for His Excellency to 

visit the only Paramount Chiefdom where all the relics of the railway are still extant. 

  
The museum staff were elated after the visit and we must all hope that much good will come from it in 
terms of public support and political will. 
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Education Service 
 
Since the Spring Newsletter the Education Service has also been busy with school and other group visits: 
 
On 27th February St 
Michael’s Preparatory 
School, Kuntorioh, 
Wellington visited the 
museum for the first time 
and the kids and their 
teachers all had a great 
time. 
 

 
 
Despite 8th March being a public holiday in Sierra Leone, the team 
were all at work to welcome a high-powered delegation of 33 
members of the National Defence College, Nigeria along with staff 
from State House and from the Nigerian High Commission.  The 
Nigerian contingent was very impressed with their visit and very 
complimentary about the museum. 
 
 

 
On Saturday 27th March, the Ideal International Islamic School came on a visit 
and had a wonderful time, looking round the museum, playing with the toys, 
doing puzzles and, of course, riding on the pump trolley! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 30th March the kids from the Judah Preparatory School at 
Yams Farm, in the western rural district of Freetown came on 
a short but fun-packed trip. They took part in a music and 
dance competition, played in the play area, did puzzles and 
coloured in Rocket pictures. They enjoyed themselves so 
much that lots of the children didn’t want to leave. 

 
A few days later, on 5th 
April, a group of students from various universities in Freetown, 
who are working together to set up an NGO to support 
children’s welfare and education, brought a busload of children 
from different schools in the area on a field trip to the museum.  
The kids had a great time and promised to come back with their 
family and friends. 
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Then on 10th April Medgarene Pre Primary School, of Joshua Street, Wellington, came on their 
school visit with the Principal, Mrs Tidankay Serry Kamal, who commended the Education Service 
and admired the special programmes provided for the children.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conservation of collections 
 
Those of you who are also members of the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway will have seen the 
recent press release about the proposal to build a new carriage based on the Queen’s Coach, 
which is part of the Sierra Leone National Railway Collection.  We are proposing to run a parallel 
project, based on the research carried out to develop the design for the W&LLR coach, to recreate 
the interior of the original. 
 
The museum team are very excited about both projects, which they believe will raise the profile of 
the museum greatly.   
 
As a first step, they painstakingly measured every part of the carriage, marking the details on a 
diagram sent to them by Adrian Ashby, who was then able to create a scale drawing to help the 
W&LLR begin their design.  We know from an oral history interview with Mohamed Bangura, the 
first Museum Coordinator, that proper drawings were made for the Queen’s Coach in 1961, by his 
boss, Mr Griffin, but they were lost during the rebel war, when the Works was used as a refugee 
camp for displaced people. 
 

 

 
The details of the interior of the vehicle are not known, other than a few snippets of information 
gleaned from Mohamed, but we know that the balcony boasted wicker furniture and that the 
inside comprised a seating area, dining area and a toilet and washroom.  We hope to seek 
inspiration from records of furnishings fashionable in Freetown in 1961 and from the royal saloons 
of the period held by the National Railway Museum in York. 
 
It seems like a fitting project for this special anniversary of Independence. 
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Friends of the Sierra Leone National Railway Museum in action in the UK 
 

As the lockdown in the UK is gradually easing, we are starting to make tentative plans for 
resuming events and activities around the country.  These will continue to be limited for this year 
at least, but we are determined to celebrate the 60th anniversary of independence in style. 
 
Unfortunately, museums and galleries are not permitted to open until after 17th May, so our 
original plans for the Trains, Trains, Trains event at Leeds Industrial Museum have been 
postponed.  We have pencilled in the August Bank holiday weekend (28, 29, 30 August) for a 
rescheduled event.  More details will be provided once we are confident that this can go ahead 
without prohibitive restrictions. 
   
In the meantime, on Wednesday 24th March, a public presentation on Zoom, about the Sierra 
Leone Railway and the museum was given by Steve Davies, hosted by the Wensleydale Railway. 
The talk was very well attended and resulted in lots of interesting questions. 
 
The main initiative to report here, though, is the online launch of the Salone60Auction, which can 
be reached at https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/salone60auction2021, which ends on 31st May 2021. 
There are some amazing lots offering a range of gifts, books and memorable experiences: 
  
Lot 1:   P2 Locomotive Company Tour: A guided tour of the project to build 

Britain’s next express steam locomotive, the LNER P2 No 2007 Prince 
of Wales, hosted by project trustee, former Director of the National 
Railway Museum and Founder of the SLNRM, Steve Davies MBE. 

 Kindly donated by the P2 Locomotive Company. 
 
Lot 2:  A guided  tour of Bekonscot Model Village, near Beaconsfield, hosted 

by former FoSLNRM trustee, well known enthusiast, and television 

personality, Tim Dunn. Kindly donated by Tim Dunn. 

Lot 3: A guided tour of the Gwili Railway hosted by Preservation Gwili Railway 
Society Committee Member and Trustee of the FoSLNRM, Iain McCall. 

 Kindly donated by the Gwili Railway Society. 
 
Lot 4: A guided tour for two peopleof the Old Town of Hull, hosted by the Hull 

Society.  
 
Lot 5: African jacket, tailor-made in Sierra Leone, size 12-14. Donated by Helen 

Ashby. 
 
Lot 6: Hand carved wooden plaque featuring the SLR Beyer-Garratt locomotive. 

Wording reads “Greetings from the Sierra Leone National Railway 
Museum”. Made in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Donated by the Friends of 
the Sierra Leone National Railway Museum. 

 
Lot 7:  Hand carved wooden plaque featuring the SLR Hunslet 2-6-2T 

locomotive. Wording reads “Sierra Leone National Railway Museum”. 
Made in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Donated by the Friends of the Sierra 
Leone National Railway Museum. 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/salone60auction2021
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Lot 8: DVD Boxed Set – The Golden Age of Steam. There are four DVDs in the 

set: Railways,  Locomotives, Working Steam and A-Z of Steam. Kindly 
donated by Frank Paterson, FoSLNRM Trustee. 

 
Lot 9: Chess set, hand carved by Joseph at No 2 Beach, Sierra Leone. Donated 

by Helen Ashby. 
 
Lot 10: Cab ride on a normal service day on the East Kent Railway. (It will not be 

possible to guarantee which locomotive/unit you will be riding on as it 
will depend on rolling stock availability on the agreed day.  Please note 
that this lot is only available to people aged 18 or over and are medically fit). 

 Kindly donated by the East Kent Railway. 
 
Lot 11: A guided tour of Tyseley Locomotive Works, hosted by Vintage Trains 

Chairman, and FoSLNRM Member, Michael Whitehouse. Kindly donated 
by Vintage Trains. 

 
Lot 12: A private train on the Bala Lake Railway with Winifred and the Penrhyn 

Quarrymen’s coaches. Including a round trip with the participant driving 
the locomotive. Friends and family welcome to ride in the train. Ivo 
Peters’ Bentley will be available for photo opportunities. Kindly donated 
by the Bala Lake Railway. 

 
Lot 13: Copy of the recent publication “Narrow Gauge Locomotives”, donated 

and signed by the author, FoSLNRM Secretary and NRM Senior Curator, 
Anthony Coulls.  

 
Lot 14: Copy of the 2020 publication “Sierra Leone Government Railway – From 

Creation to Preservation”, signed by author Helen Ashby. Kindly donated 
by Mainline & Maritime. 

 
Lot 15: Copy of Locomotives International Annual No 1, signed by Locomotives 

International magazine editor, Iain McCall. Kindly donated by Mainline & 
Maritime. 

 
Lot 16: Annual pass for travel by one person, accompanied by one adult and up 

to four children, on the Apedale Valley Light Railway, home of the 
Moseley Railway Trust and their impressive collection. Valid for the 2022 
season. (Pleae note that MRT may restrict the use of the pass on special 
events, or for Covid-19 related reasons). Kindly donated by the Moseley 
Railway Trust. 

 
Lot 17: 1st Class return trip on the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway, in a Sierra 

Leone Railway “Independence Coach”, for up to four people, including a 
complimentary Traveller’s Guide and light refreshments. A guided tour 
fo the railway hosted by W&LLR Chairman, Steve Clews. Kindly donated 
by the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway.       
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Lot 18: A behind-the-scenes tour of Leeds Industrial Museum, Armley Mills, with 
Curator of Industry John McGoldrick. Kindly donated by Leeds Industrial 
Museum. 
 
Lot 19: A guided tour of Rail Story at the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway, 
including Bahamas Locomotive Trust and Vintage Carriages Trust. Kindly donated 
by the KWVR, BLS and VCT. 
 
Lot 20: A two hour guided tour for two people of the famous  Clyde “Puffer” VIC 
32, to take place whilst the vessel is moored alongside. Participants will also 
receive a complimentary VIC 32 “Steam Engineer” mug. Kindly donated by Puffer 
Preservation Trust. 
 
Lot 21: Replica Isle of Wight Railway locomotive nameplate “Carisbrooke”. (Please 
note that this item is located in Dorking. The lot includes delivery within a 30 mile 
radius of Dorking. Collection/delivery further afield to be arranged by the buyer). 
Kindly donated by Tony Eaton. 
 
Lot 22: Free admission to Amberley Museum and a guided tour of their railway 
collections. Kindly donated by Amberley Museum.  
 
Lot 23: The book “Blood, Iron and Gold”, by well-known railway author, Christian 
Wolmar. Kindly donated by Christian Wolmar. 
 
Lot 24: The book “Cathedrals of Steam”, by well-known railway author, Christian 
Wolmar. Kindly donated by Christian Wolmar.       
 
Lot 25: The book “Railways and the Raj”, by well-known railway author, Christian 
Wolmar. Kindly donated by Christian Wolmar. 
 
Lot 26: The book “The Great Railway Revolution”, by well-known railway author, 
Christian Wolmar. Kindly donated by Christian Wolmar.                            
 
Thank you very much to all those individuals and organisations who have donated 
lots, to those who have already placed bids, and particular thanks to Iain McCall for organising the 
auction on our behalf. 
 
Please do take a look and get your bids in.   
 
Linked to the auction is an online shop selling a number of smaller souvenirs, usually available only 
on our sales stand at events FoSLNRM Shop (jumblebee.co.uk)  

 

Our book “The Sierra Leone Government Railway from Creation to 
Preservation” is still available to purchase online from the Mainline & 
Maritime website https://mainline-
maritime.myshopify.com/collections/maritime/products/the-sierra-leone-
government-railway-from-creation-to-preservation 

at £19.95, with £4.00 from every copy sold being donated to the Friends of 
the Sierra Leone National Railway Museum. 

 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/foslnrmshop
https://mainline-maritime.myshopify.com/collections/maritime/products/the-sierra-leone-government-railway-from-creation-to-preservation
https://mainline-maritime.myshopify.com/collections/maritime/products/the-sierra-leone-government-railway-from-creation-to-preservation
https://mainline-maritime.myshopify.com/collections/maritime/products/the-sierra-leone-government-railway-from-creation-to-preservation
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Independence 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interior of 3rd Class Independence Coach, Gloucester Carriage 

& Wagon Co, 1961. 

 
 
Interior of 1st Class 

Independence Coach, 

Gloucester Carriage & 

Wagon Co, 1961. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SLR Independence Coach, used on the last passenger train on 

the Sierra Leone Railway on 17th November 1974. Photo 

courtesy of David J Mitchell. 

 
 
Stay safe and continue to follow us on Facebook  
                                

https://www.facebook.com/sierraleonerailwaymuseum 
https://www.facebook.com/FoSLNRM/ 

The National Anthem of Sierra Leone was 
written by Clifford Nelson Fyle and composed 
by John Akar. It was adopted as the national 
anthem in 1961 when the country became 
independent replacing "God Save The Queen" 
 
High we exalt thee, realm of the free; 
Great is the love we have for thee; 
Firmly united ever we stand,  
Singing thy praise, O native land. 
We raise up our hearts and our voices on high, 
The hills and the valleys re-echo our cry; 
Blessing and peace be ever tine own,  
Land that we love, our Sierra Leone. 
 
One with a faith that wisdom inspires, 
One with a zeal that never tires; 
Ever we seek to honour thy name, 
Ours is the labour, thine the fame. 
We pray that no harm on the children may fall, 
That blessing and peace may descend on us all; 
So may we serve thee ever alone, 
Land that we love, our Sierra Leone. 
 
Knowledge and truth our forefathers spread, 
Mighty the nations whom they led; 
Mighty they made thee, so too may we 
Show forth the good that is ever in thee. 
We pledge our devotion, our strength and our 
might, 
They cause to defend, and to stand for thy right: 
All that we have be ever thine own, 
Land that we love, our Sierra Leone. 
 
 
 
 

Contacts: 
 
Chair:   Helen Ashby 

141 Manor Drive North,  
York YO26 5SD          

  
Secretary:  Anthony Coulls 

1 Vaughan Street, 
Shildon DL4 1LD 

 
Email:  foslnrm@outlook.com 
 

https://www.facebook.com/sierraleonerailwaymuseum
https://www.facebook.com/FoSLNRM/
mailto:foslnrm@outlook.com

